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Alive memories
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This issue is devoted to the memory of  César 
Ades, one of  the founders of  Ethology in Brazil, and 
I would like to open it with a short narrative. Stories 
were very important for César, the professor. They 
were ever present in his lectures, constituting a te-
aching style for this man, born as he was within an 
Arabic Sherazade tradition of  stories that we live by.

At that time, an undeciphered, nonspeci-
fic desire prompted César to regular round walks 
through the university corridors, excitedly running 
back and forth, with his usually enthusiastic eyes now 
filled with anxiety. This was happening for a while 
when, one evening, he grasped my arm and dragged 
me to have a coffee, with a kind of  urgency and elec-
tricity in the air. Walking and talking, babbling that 
we have much to offer, that we should have a vehicle 
in order to run faster, to gather people, put things 
together, throwing phrases to the wind. It took me a 
while to understand, from his disconnected and loud 
thoughts, that he was not trying to convince me to 
buy the last sports car model to impress people in 
an all night long party, but that he was instead up 
to a much more difficult and enduring task: he was 
dreaming about a communication vehicle for Bra-
zilian ethology. I honestly tried to put him down to 
reason, for running a scientific journal is such a hea-
vy enterprise, that needs a team of  editors, a staff  to 
run everyday jobs, a myriad of  connections to attract 
good authors, but it was all in vain. He dismissed 
all my arguments with his usual ability to build up 
visions. He had already decided to create a commu-
nity of  writers and readers of  ethology, he was al-
ready committed to the plan of  communicating to 
everyone the good science he saw in national and 
Latin American meetings. César imagined a vehi-
cle not only for specialized scientific readers, but for 
educated people in general. He was already on the 

handle to transform his dream in an engine of  ideas. 
And this was how Revista de Etologia was born.

This special edition comes with a flavor of  
César’s ideas. We have succeeded to gather, in one 
publication, contributions of  his own, contributions 
inspired by his always open-minded, involving and 
compassionate conversations, contributions of  long 
standing partners and of  generations of  young stu-
dents, as well as a bit of  history, in order to put things 
on its right places and times.

The themes discussed in this issue are almost 
as diverse as César’s career (founders have the privi-
lege of  working successfully in many diverging direc-
tions). We start with a historical tessiture of  places 
and times and unifying themes (Otta, 2012), inclu-
ding a fine blend of  ethological observation with ex-
perimental manipulation of  learning rats, under a 
neuroscientific approach (Bueno et al, 2012) – a good 
example of  the kind of  interdisciplinary thinking 
that César tried to put forward. The ecological 
embeddedness of  learning was also on the core of  
César’s concerns, and this tradition appears in many 
contributions to this issue: first, in a paper focused on 
fitness related-components of  learning in fruit flies 
(Cresoni-Pereira et al, 2012); two other contributions 
on this theme deal with one of  the most cherished 
animal models for César – spiders. One paper brings 
observations within natural history to try to cogniti-
vely understand impressive abilities that allow a tiny 
carnivore to eat a much bigger, dangerous carnivore 
(Silveira & Japyassú, 2012). Another paper shows the 
impact of  experience in changing a behavior that is 
usually taken for automatic in these animals: the we-
aving an orb web (Nogueira & Ades, 2012). Commu-
nication was another core concern of  César’s, and 
an interesting evo-devo proposal for guinea pig whis-
tles represents this area of  study (Corat et al, 2012). 
Finally, a latecomer in César’s ever growing scientific 
agenda: the imports of  behavioral studies to the con-
servation and environmental enrichment of  captive 
animals (Vasconcellos & Ades, 2012).

There should be more, we agree, if  we were 
to honor properly César’s lively connectedness to 



2

Hilton F. Japyassú

the study of  behavior. But one should know that, as 
Borges in his enchanted infinite labyrinth, there is 
always another labyrinth behind each door one finds 
along the multifarious alleys of  a great man’s mind. 
In order to be at least helpful in such an intricate 
geography, a map should always be smaller – in this 
case, much smaller than the real life it stands for. So, 
each contribution in this issue should perhaps be 
understood as a small entry, a key to the creativity 
engine of  this man, a fractal mirror where one can 
for some time see through the eyes and heart of  this 
brilliant scientific, integrative, and communicative 
mind.
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