
ISSN 1413-389X Trends in Psychology / Temas em Psicologia – Março 2018, Vol. 26, nº 1, 153-166
 DOI: 10.9788/TP2018.1-06En

Adoption of Children by Homosexual Couples: 
The Social Representations

José Victor De Oliveira Santos1,*

Orcid.org/0000-0002-6661-2873
Ludgleydson Fernandes de Araújo1

Orcid.org/0000-0003-4486-7565
Fauston Negreiros1

Orcid.org/0000-0003-1116-6391
Elder Cerqueira-Santos2

Orcid.org/0000-0003-2046-8463
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1Universidade Federal do Piauí, Parnaíba, PI, Brasil
2Universidade Federal do Sergipe, Aracaju, SE, Brasil

Abstract
This study aimed to identify the social representations of adoption by homosexual couples in the Brazilian 
reality. Participants where 589 adults of both genders, aged between 18 and 69 years (M=27.43, SD=9.0) 
from diverse backgrounds. Structured interviews and sociodemographic questionnaires were used and 
were analyzed using the IRaMuTeQ software, which organized the social representations into classes 
of lexical proximity. Results showed, a Descending Hierarchical Classifi cation, with two classes in 
the corpus of same-sex parent adoption and fi ve classes in the corpus about childhood development. 
These mainly highlighted positive social representations, always seeking the best for the adoptee as the 
justifi cation, however, unfavorable positions found refl ected the fear that the child would not be able to 
cope with the family model. In this sense, it is believed that the social representations about adoption by 
homosexual couples documented in this study indicate concepts that could support social interventions 
that increase the civil rights of homosexual parents. 
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Adoção de Crianças por Casais Homossexuais: 
As Representações Sociais

Resumo
A presente pesquisa objetivou identifi car as representações sociais da adoção por casais homoafetivos 
na realidade brasileira. Participaram 589 adultos, de ambos os sexos, com idades entre 18 e 69 anos 
(M= 27,43, DP= 9,0) de diferentes regiões do país. Utilizaram-se entrevistas estruturadas e question-
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ários sociodemográfi cos que foram analisados pelo software Iramuteq, que por sua vez apreendeu as 
representações sociais em classes de proximidade lexical. Os resultados apontaram, na Classifi cação 
Hierárquica Descendente, duas classes no corpus sobre adoção homoparental e cinco classes no corpus 
acerca do desenvolvimento infantil. Em sua maioria os resultados apontaram representações sociais 
positivas, sempre visando o melhor para o adotando como justifi cativa, por outro lado posicionamen-
tos desfavoráveis encontrados refl etem o receio da criança não conseguir lidar com o modelo familiar. 
Nesse sentido, acredita-se que as representações sociais acerca da adoção por casais homoafetivos docu-
mentadas neste estudo apontam conceitos que possam subsidiar medidas sociais que tragam ainda mais 
direitos para pessoas homossexuais.

Palavras-chave: Adoção, homoparentalidade, representações sociais, adultos brasileiros.

La Adopción de los Niños por Parejas Homosexuales: 
Las Representaciones Sociales

Resumen
Esta investigación tuvo como objetivo identifi car las representaciones sociales de la adopción por 
parejas homosexuales en la realidad brasileña. Participaron 589 adultos de ambos sexos, con edades 
entre 18 y 69 años (M = 27.43, DE = 9.00) en diferentes regiones. Se utilizarón entrevistas estructuradas 
y cuestionarios sociodemográfi cos fueron analizados por el software Iramuteq, que se hizo con las 
representaciones sociales en las clases de proximidad léxicos. Los resultados mostraron, la clasifi cación 
jerárquica descendente, dos clases en el corpus de la adopción homoparental y cinco clases en el corpus 
sobre el desarrollo infantil, en su mayoría han demostrado las representaciones sociales positivas, 
buscando siempre la mejor para la adopción como justifi cación, sin embargo posiciones desfavorables 
encontradas refl ejan el miedo del niño no puede manejar el modelo de familia. En este sentido, se cree 
que las representaciones sociales acerca de la adopción por parte de parejas homosexuales documentados 
en este studio indican conceptos que pueden apoyar medidas sociales todavía traen más derechos para 
las personas homosexuales. 

Palabras clave: Adopción, homoparentalidad, representaciones sociales, adultos brasileños.

The family model presented as the stan-
dard (father, mother and children), which had its 
prime in the twentieth century, has been altering 
according to some social changes. With the in-
crease of new family confi gurations the nuclear 
model will make room for other forms of family 
organization, in addition to the patriarchal style, 
with single parent and same-sex parent families 
(Bergman, Rubio, Green, & Padròn, 2010; Mur-
phy, 2013). The constitution and maintenance 
of the family depend on affective bonds and not 
necessarily on legal and/or religious marriage, 
with these bonds leaving aside the principles 
of reproduction and seeking other designs to 
achieve fi liation, based on forms of companion-
ship and affection (Delacruz & Uziel, 2014). 

The authors Dias and Reinheimer (2013) 
emphasize that with the advance of legal achieve-

ments in terms of human rights, the concept of 
family is no longer associated with the celebra-
tion of marriage. Because of this, the recognition 
of same-sex parenting by the population proves 
that families formed by homosexual couples are 
close to having the rights that any other fam-
ily model should possess. In this context, it is 
known that the number of people who declared 
themselves homosexuals is increasing and, as a 
consequence of this, the appearance of same-sex 
parent families is becoming more frequent. Bra-
zil has about 60,000 gay couples, a signifi cantly 
small amount given the national contingent that 
declares itself homosexual, this being 17 million 
people (Instituto Brasileiro de Geografi a e Es-
tatística [IBGE], 2011).

Since the 1990s, the struggle for gay rights 
has intensifi ed, primarily seeking recognition of 
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conjugality by same-sex couples, adoption op-
portunities and combating homophobia (Uziel, 
2007). People should not merely wait for homo-
sexual rights to be accepted legally, with it being 
necessary to consolidate these advances, since 
the consecration of such rights can be a conve-
nient way to reduce manifestations of prejudice 
(Dias & Reinheimer, 2013).

The National Council of Justice (CNJ), 
through Resolution No. 175 of May 14, 2013, 
established that authorities were forbidden to 
refuse same-sex couples the right to a marriage 
license, civil wedding ceremony or to replace a 
stable union arrangement with marriage. This 
resolution ensures rights previously possible 
only for heterosexual couples, namely, equality 
in rights and duties of the spouses, separation 
with division of property, right to alimony and 
inheritance, among others.

Same-sex parent adoption is understood 
as the mode of adoption in which the adoptive 
couple are homosexuals (Patterson, 2006) or just 
one individual who is homosexual. The denomi-
nation same-sex parenting was developed in 
1996 in France, through the initiative of the As-
sociation of Gay and Lesbian Parents and Future 
Parents (Zambrano, 2006). However, even two 
decades after this term was fi rst used, resistance 
to considering the legitimacy to homosexual 
couples and their children as family can still be 
visualized.

The Statute of Children and Adolescents 
(Law No. 8.069, 2014) states that for joint adop-
tion, it is necessary for the adopters to be civilly 
married or in a stable union, proving the family 
stability, and for the adoption to be granted to 
show real benefi ts for the adoptee. No term men-
tions that adoption by same-sex parents is pos-
sible, however, none prohibit it either, therefore, 
the sexual orientation should not be a criterion 
for the exclusion or prioritization of adoption 
candidates. According to the analysis of Cer-
queira-Santos and Santana (2015), there is no le-
gal prohibition for the institution of adoption of 
children by homosexual couples in the country.

In this context, in March 2015, the Minister 
Carmen Lucia, of the Supreme Court, granted 
the right of adoption to a homosexual couple for 

the fi rst time in Brazil (Foster, 2015 apud Fiu-
za, 2015). However, despite the achievement of 
these rights, which leads to greater visibility and 
positive situations given the theme, it would be 
an illusion to say that manifestations of preju-
dice are occurring to a lesser extent, in the coun-
try (Freires, 2015). This prejudice could be com-
pared to that dedicated to the 1970 Divorce Act, 
which at the time was regarded with scorn and 
now has become something common, inducing 
the notion that society takes a certain amount of 
time to internalize some events (Uziel, 2007).

Regarding the forms of parenthood, Grossi 
(2003) states that the scientifi c literature high-
lights four forms of same-sex parent fi liation: (a) 
Having children in heterosexual relationships 
prior to assuming homosexuality; (b) Adoption 
by one of the partners, being the legal represen-
tative of the child; (c) Procreation with a third in-
dividual outside the marital relationship through 
new reproductive technologies and, fi nally, (d) 
Co-parenthood among gay and lesbian people. 
It is noted that the CNJ (2015) already allows 
the inclusion of gay couples in the national regis-
try of adoption, therefore this would be the fi fth 
model of fi liation, and an important achievement 
in the civil rights of homosexual families.

The challenge of fi nding an appropriate way 
to have a child becomes distressing, the inability 
to generate offspring requires psychic work, in-
volving the decision to abandon the narcissistic 
principle of biological continuity and accept ex-
ternal agents for the conception of the child (Pas-
sos, 2005). This author also emphasizes that the 
diffi culties of conception of a child often causes 
the abandonment of the desire to have a child.

In the case of the formation of a same-sex 
parent family and adoption, the requirements 
of the children and adopters, who are the social 
actors involved in this psychosocial process, 
should be considered (Almeida, 2008). Thus, 
it is important to highlight that the discourse of 
common sense - usually based on their religious 
beliefs - is the basis for forms of expressions 
of prejudice toward homosexual people, dem-
onstrating ways of repudiation of the marriage 
and adoption, attitudes that can be understood 
through the social representations about ho-
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mosexuals (Pereira, Torres, Falcão, & Pereira, 
2013). 

Despite the authorization of same-sex par-
ent adoption, the non-recognition of the popula-
tion refl ects in prejudicial attitudes, possibly be-
cause the state does not provide this cause with 
the due legal support, that is, there is legislation, 
however, in the articulation of the practices, it is 
not properly executed (Cerqueira-Santos & San-
tana, 2015; Silva & Silveira, 2015). In this way, 
it is perceived that the happiness of a couple 
seeking to adopt and the opportunity to include a 
child in a family are left aside, in order to com-
ply with the notions that were fi xed in society, 
however, which need to be reconsidered. The in-
accessibility of scientifi c information on the sub-
ject is something that leads to biased opinions 
on same-sex parenting, making the issue a social 
and educational challenge of awareness (Gato & 
Fontaine, 2010). 

In a systematic review of the literature, 
Cecílio, Scorsolini-Comin, and Santos (2013) 
highlighted that, in Brazil, in one decade (2000-
2010) only ten studies on same-sex parent adop-
tion were conducted and published in the main 
scientifi c databases of the country. Among them, 
three articles were empirical and seven theoreti-
cal. The authors highlighted three main trends in 
the studies on the subject: the concern with the 
consequences of the adoption for the children 
(negative and positive developmental aspects); 
alternatives in the pursuit of parenthood; and is-
sues relating to the adoption itself (law, histori-
cal changes and others).

A previous study verifi ed that the respon-
dents believed that same-sex parent adoption is a 
more viable solution when compared to the pos-
sibility of children growing up in shelter institu-
tions, being an excellent option given the lack 
of other alternatives (Silva & Uziel, 2011). In 
this concept, therefore, there is a discourse of the 
lesser evil (Uziel, 2007; i.e., it is a lesser evil for 
the development of the child to occur in a same-
sex parent family, given the possibility of being 
raised in a shelter).

A survey conducted in Portugal, which 
sought to analyze the opinion of university stu-
dents regarding same-sex parenting, showed that 

66% of the subjects were against equal rights 
in the exercise of parenthood (Xavier, Mendes, 
Martins, & Fernandes, 2011). In another study 
performed with Brazilian university students 
from the perspective of social representations, 
it was found that 51% of the respondents were 
against adoption by homosexual couples, this re-
sult may be indicated by the representation that 
the fact would constitute inappropriate develop-
ment and the child could follow the sexual orien-
tation of the parents (Araújo, Oliveira, Sousa, & 
Castanha, 2007). Thus, data in line with the in-
vestigations of the aforementioned authors were 
demonstrated among university students of Law 
and Social Work (Cerqueira-Santos & Santana, 
2015). Such discourses are based on negative 
stereotypes and attitudes regarding the theme, 
since there is no proven scientifi c evidence that 
same-sex parenting is harmful for the adoptee 
(Silva & Uziel, 2011).

In a recent work, Freires (2015) talked 
about attitudes towards same-sex parenting, 
from fi ve studies. In general the study sought 
to map the opinion of the participants regard-
ing same-sex parent adoption. As a result, the 
discourse of acceptance was observed, provid-
ed there was a favorable environment for the 
development of the child. The implicit concern 
about the development of the child ends up gen-
erating prejudiced opinions because of concern 
about the infl uence of the social roles of gender. 
In this sense, scientifi c investigations are neces-
sary, with the aim of verifying the knowledge 
developed and shared (the social representa-
tions) by social groups about adoption by ho-
mosexual couples.

From the perspective of Social Psychology, 
the Theory of Social Representations provides 
a broader view about the beliefs, concepts and 
explanations that people express through com-
mon sense (Moscovici, 2003). Thus, social rep-
resentations are forms of knowledge popularly 
developed, anchored and shared, constructing 
concepts for the reality of a social group (Jode-
let, 2001). They comprise a tool to analyze the 
beliefs of the reality, arising from the acquisi-
tion of new thoughts and questions within the 
science (Arruda, 2002).
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In the context of same-sex parent adoption, 
the social representations surround the set of 
opinions, attitudes and reactions to this phenom-
enon, which pervade the social and personal con-
structs of the subject. These factors are responsi-
ble for producing negative or positive responses 
and creating beliefs of prejudice and intolerance 
or acceptance (Araújo & Oliveira, 2008).

Given the above, this study aimed to analyze 
how adults of several Brazilian regions represent 
the adoption by homosexual couples, with social 
representations as the theoretical framework, 
which involves social and cognitive aspects and 
makes it possible to interpret the socially devel-
oped concepts, with the intention of deepening 
and enriching discussions on the theme.

Method

Type of Study
This is an ex post facto study using cross-

sectional data. 

Participants
The sample consisted of 589 adults, of 

both genders, aged between 18 and 69 years 
(M=27.43, SD=9.0) from different regions of 
Brazil. Women made up the majority of the study 
sample (60.3%). Of the participants, 71.1% were 
single, 19.7% married, and the rest of the sample 
was composed of those in a stable union (6.3%), 
divorced or separated (2.8%) and widowed 
(0.1%). Regarding education, 50.5% of the par-
ticipants were attending higher education, 23.9% 
were postgraduates and 15.9% had completed 
higher education, with 9.8% of the sample hav-
ing high school and elementary education. With 
regard to sexual orientation, 84.2% of the partic-
ipants were heterosexual and 11.6% homosexual 
or bisexual. Considering religion, 35.7% were 
Catholic, 24.5% believed in God, but followed 
no religion, 11.6% were non-practicing Catho-
lics, 10.2% Evangelists, 6.0% Spiritualists and 
the others identifi ed themselves as atheists, Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, Buddhists and practitioners of 
Candomblé or Umbanda. According to the polit-
ical positions, 36.7% said they were left, 25.5% 
center-left, 14.8% center-right and 23.0% right. 

Instruments
The instrument used initially was a sociode-

mographic questionnaire, in order to perform 
a characterization of the sample, consisting of 
questions relating to age, gender, marital sta-
tus, religion or spirituality, sexual orientation 
and level of education. Next, two questions 
were asked, based on previous studies (Araújo 
& Oliveira, 2008; Araújo et al., 2007; Freires, 
2015). These questions addressed the social rep-
resentations of adoption and childhood develop-
ment in the same-sex parent context. The fi rst, 
“What is your opinion regarding the adoption of 
children by homosexual couples?” The second, 
“What is your opinion regarding the childhood 
development of a child adopted by a homosexual 
couple?”.

Ethical Procedures
This research project was approved by the 

Research Ethics Committee (CEP) of Federal 
University of Piaui. Data were collected using a 
Google Docs form (Online). The participants for 
the composition of the sample were contacted 
through social and email networks. In the data 
collection, it was made clear that participation 
was voluntary and anonymous, explaining the 
study objectives, obtaining the proper authori-
zations, as well as the fulfi llment of the Terms 
of Consent in accordance with the provisions of 
Resolution 466/12 of the National Health Coun-
cil (CNS), so that the participants could autho-
rize their participation in the study and respond 
to the instruments. It should be noted that ano-
nymity and confi dentiality of the responses of 
the participants were guaranteed and that they 
could withdraw from the study at any time. The 
time necessary for participation was approxi-
mately 30 minutes.

Data Analysis Procedure
The IRaMuTeQ software - Interface de 

R pour les Analyses Multidimensionnelles de 
Textes et de Questionnaires (Camargo & Justo, 
2013; Nascimento & Menandro, 2006; Ratinaud, 
2009) was used for the data analysis, which is 
compiled from the R software (R Development 
Core Team, 2011). It was used for analyzing the 
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two textual corpus attributed to the two ques-
tions answered by the participants in the sample. 
These corpus were structured in the OpenOffi ce 
Writer text editor and were composed of 600 Ini-
tial Context Units (ICUs). Descriptive analyzes 
were performed using the IBM SPSS Statistics 
21 software.

In the analysis, the procedure of Descending 
Hierarchical Classifi cation (DHC) was con-
ducted, which is displayed in a tree format (i.e., 
a dendrogram). This indicates the lexical classes 
into which the discourse was divided, from the 
frequency and chi-squared (X²) values, with this 
model proposed by Reinert (1990). 

Results

Regarding the question about the social rep-
resentations of adoption by homosexual couples, 
which makes up corpus 1, diverse positions were 
found, however, the majority were in favor of 
adoption. This was formed by 589 ICUs and 
672 Elemental context units (ECUs), with a total 
equivalent to 13,753 occurrences, which may be 
words or distinct phrases. From the descending 

hierarchical classifi cation (DHC) analysis, they 
were divided into two lexical classes, document-
ing only those in which the chi-square showed 
X² value ≥12.52. 

The two classes are registered in dendro-
gram 1, which could be termed the “assertive 
concept” and “partially supportive concept”, 
corresponding respectively to classes 1 and 2. 
The ECUs per class, the descriptive variable that 
represents the sample, the mean frequency of 
each word and the chi-squared values are indi-
cated. Class 1, as can be seen in Figure 1, was 
represented by 79.15% of the ECUs. Regarding 
the descriptive variables, bisexual people and/or 
Spiritualists presented discourses that most co-
incided with that obtained in class 1 and the het-
erosexual people in class 2. It is emphasized that 
the use of descriptive variables shows the social 
representations of that profi le that most coincid-
ed with the representational class type, however, 
this does not mean that it was formed only by 
the descriptive variables mentioned in the den-
drogram. It was seen that class 1 represented the 
majority of the sample (i.e., it had more semantic 
relevance).

Figure 1. Dendrogram 1, 
distribution of the classes in the Social 

Representations of same-sex parent 
adoption.
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It should be noted that the social representa-
tions of same-sex parent adoption are associated 
with issues involving reciprocal love between 
the child and adoptive couple. As can be seen 
in Figure 1, assertiveness was found to be pres-
ent, which can infer representations linked to the 
love that the couple will bestow upon the child, 
this being the most important factor for the de-
velopment of the adoptee. These representations 
can be perceived in the discourse of some par-
ticipants, such as participant 064, 22 years of 
age, who believed in God but did not follow any 
religion, was heterosexual and an undergraduate 
student, and said “It is a normal thing, consider-
ing that, what matters is the love, care and edu-
cation that will be given to the child”.

The issue of care, love and the well-being of 
the child as the key factors for adoption becomes 
anchored in the same-sex parent context, with 
it being totally wrong to discern the ability of a 
couple to adopt from their sexuality, as can be 
evidenced in this statement: “I do not see any im-
pediment, the adoption must serve the child, of-
fering it a family that can provide love and care, 
and for that, the sexual orientation of the couple 
does not matter” (Participant 405, 21 years of 
age, incomplete higher education, woman, het-
erosexual, believed in God, but had no religion).

Class 2 was composed of 123 ECUs, equiv-
alent to 20.85% of the total, with a wider range 
of words observed, constituting social represen-
tations based on concepts partially supportive of 
the adoption, in which they accept the adoption 
if there are dignifi ed conditions for the develop-
ment of adoptee, however, individuals with un-
favorable positions are also found. 

As demonstrated in Class 2 (see Figure 
1) the words that most represent this class are 
women and men, these, which were used as a 
comparison in relation to homosexual couples, 
which in turn, justifi ed that they were support-
ive of the adoption by considering it natural, 
although different, because there exist many 
concepts formed regarding the theme, which in 
turn, are fi lled with stigmas associated with the 
homosexual person.

This statement exemplifi es one of the views 
that composed class 2: “Acceptable, children 
need a home. And a homosexual couple would 

devote themselves to their adopted children the 
same as a heterosexual couple” (Participant 034, 
18 years of age, incomplete higher education, 
woman, heterosexual, Catholic). Some discours-
es encountered presented the constant compara-
tive question, which seeks to explain the nor-
mality of same-sex parent adoption, compared 
to heterosexual examples, as can be observed: 
“Every couple that has the fi nancial and psycho-
logical ability to take responsibility for a child is 
able to adopt, being homosexual or heterosexu-
al” (Participant 047, 23 years of age, incomplete 
higher education, man, bisexual, non-practicing 
Catholic). What infers acceptance of this is that 
the parents are people that are well adjusted and 
fi nancially structured in society. 

Social representations were found that shift-
ed the prejudice to society (i.e. being in favor, 
but thinking it would not be appropriate, because 
society is prejudiced and believing that bullying 
would be constantly experienced in the lives 
of children, creating people with psychological 
problems). In this sense, this discourse charac-
terized, in part, some representations identifi ed 
in the sample, “The adoption is the same, I have 
no prejudice against this, but society in general 
is very oppressive” (Participant 234, 32 years of 
age, high school, woman, heterosexual, Evan-
gelical).

The Hierarchical Descending Classifi ca-
tion (HDC), which corresponds to the social 
representations about child development in the 
same-sex parent context that form corpus 2, was 
composed of 576 ICUs and 651 ECUs, with an 
occurrence of 13,175. Corpus 2 was divided into 
fi ve text segment classes, and aimed to describe 
the words in which the chi-square values were X² 
≥15.13. As can be seen in Figure 2, the dendro-
gram has three representational fi elds, one cor-
responding to classes 1 and 2, the other classes 3 
and 4, and fi nally the third fi eld formed by class 
5. It was noted that the fi rst two representation-
al fi elds opposed to each other, as the fi rst was 
composed by classes 1 and 2, which were called 
respectively “healthy development” and “inad-
equate development” and the second by classes 
3 and 4, entitled “prejudicial society” and “egali-
tarian adoption”. Class 5 included a single text 
segment called “complete normality”.
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Class 1 was composed of 140 ECUs, 23.1% 
of the total, in which the most relevant descrip-
tive variable was the Catholic religion. In the 
dendrogram of Figure 2, it can be seen that the 
words refer to the representations relevant to 
childhood development, pointing out that the de-
velopment would be normal, because, as there is 
a relationship of love and affection, this will tend 
to be healthy. The following discourse shows the 
general aspects that composed this class:

The childhood development of a child is 
healthy if it receives love, attention, warmth, 
care and affection, whether the parents are 
heterosexual or not. A homosexual couple 
will provide good development for a child, 
regardless of their sexual choice, since 
what matters for healthy development goes 
beyond the sexuality of the parents. (Partici-
pant 127, 19 years of age, incomplete higher 
education, bisexual, agnostic)
Class 1 also shows that the development 

should be the same, considering that a family 
base is required, regardless of the sexual orienta-
tion of the parents. In class 2, with 140 ECUs, 
23.1% of the total, the descriptive variable that 

stood out was elementary education. This class 
showed some degree of opposition in relation to 
class 1, highlighting terms that considered the 
social representations of the development being 
possibly infl uenced by the sexual orientation of 
the parents, however, it also explored the mean-
ing of being a good choice regardless of the ori-
entation of the parents.

The word “no”, as can be seen, was associ-
ated with negative words (i.e., not agreeing, see-
ing a problem with this, not feeling sure, which 
were mainly present in the discourses of the 
Brazilian Evangelicals). However, positions can 
be observed that originate from the no, but dem-
onstrate favorability, that is, representations that 
anchor their beliefs in “I do not see any problem” 
or “we should not infer that”. This discourse 
can be observed in the statement of participant 
320, 21 years of age, Catholic, with incomplete 
higher education and heterosexual, who said “I 
believe that the child will develop normally, I do 
not believe it would suffer any psychological or 
physical harm”.

In class 3, which included 108 ECUs, re-
ferring to 17.82% of the total, the descriptive 

 
Figure 2. Dendrogram 2, distribution of the classes in the Social Representations of the childhood 

development in the same-sex parent context.
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variable that prevailed was stable union. This 
class was referred to as the “prejudicial society”, 
which on one hand indicates negative words that 
show that the child will suffer prejudice and have 
diffi culty with this, however, in another way, 
constructs a concept related to the difference 
that can be confronted and coped with, because 
diversity in society exists (i.e., there is prejudice, 
but that does not mean that the child will absorb 
it and grow up burdened with traumas). Partici-
pant 316, 19 years of age, who had incomplete 
higher education, was heterosexual and a non-
participating Catholic, conversed concisely and 
basically explained the social representations of 
this class: “It will be development with some dif-
fi culties due to the prejudice of the people, but 
knowing how to cope with these diffi culties, the 
development will be normal like other children”. 

Class 4, which included the majority of the 
ECUs, with a total of 198, or 32.67%, indicates 
the sense of egalitarian adoption, noting that het-
erosexual or homosexual couples will provide 
the necessary support for growing up. Regard-
ing the descriptive variable most evident, people 
who were higher education students were those 
that most demonstrated social representations 
according to the class. It appears as a way to ex-
plain their opinions, with them anchored in a be-
lief in something that knows and gives a similar 
meaning, arising thus, the social representations, 
and, in this class, the assignment of an egali-
tarian factor to the adoption, showing that the 
people tend to base themselves on the common 
concept of having a position regarding the new 
theme that emerges in society.

In this context, the following sentence 
clearly addresses the type of social 
representations underlying class 4 (see 
Figure 2). As can be exemplifi ed in the 
following statement:

A child of a homosexual couple has the 
same conditions as a child of heterosexuals. 
This story that children adopted by homo-
sexual will grow and be infl uenced by the 
parents to turn homosexual does not have 
much foundation, if it were true, children of 
heterosexual couples would be infl uenced 
by their parents to be heterosexual, and 

thus, homosexuals would have never exist-
ed. (Participant 396, 19 years of age, incom-
plete higher education, genderqueer)
As regards the context of egalitarian adop-

tion, class 5, which had 80 ECUs, 13.2% of the 
total, had a more signifi cant descriptive variable, 
non-practicing Catholics. This class had only two 
words with enough value to be relevant, showing 
the childhood development in the same-sex par-
ent context as completely normal. 

In the data set of this investigation, it can 
be observed that there were two textual corpus 
related to social representations of adoption and 
childhood development. These results are rel-
evant to the extent that they allow a comprehen-
sion of the rights gained by homosexual people, 
starting from the socially developed concepts 
that anchor justifi cations in positive precepts, as-
sociated with adoption and childhood develop-
ment as equal in any context. Thus, it is neces-
sary that adopters make available psychosocial 
benefi ts that make the children aware of the 
qualifi cations and basic social skills for living in 
Brazilian society, providing education and au-
tonomy for healthy development.

Discussion 

From the data gathered from the Brazilian 
adults regarding the social representations of 
adoption and child development in the same-
sex parent context, favorable positions were 
observed. These demonstrate acceptance of the 
legitimacy of this right, since adoption is a way 
to promote the happiness of the children and the 
couples that seek to constitute a family. 

It should be mentioned that, despite the new 
adoption law, No. 12.010/2009, and with part of 
the population showing support, it is known that 
there is fear to adopt among homosexual cou-
ples, since there are still psychosocial and insti-
tutional barriers inherent in society regarding the 
adoption process by same-sex parent families 
(Baiocco & Laghi, 2013). 

From studies that investigate social repre-
sentations, attitudes and opinions, the underly-
ing need can be seen for the provision of legal 
support for the effective existence of same-sex 
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parent adoption in Brazilian society, with these 
studies reporting the need for recognition that 
every family needs to follow the childhood 
and social development of the child (Araújo & 
Oliveira, 2008).

People take a certain amount of time to 
conceive new representations, however, the in-
cidence of debates centered around homosexual 
people, has contributed to positive representa-
tions about same-sex parent adoption. Previous-
ly conducted studies have showed that negative 
positions exceed positive ones (Araújo et al., 
2007; Cerqueira-Santos & Santana, 2015; Pa-
cilli, Taurino, Jost, & van der Toorn, 2011).

Regarding the differentiation between gay 
men and lesbians, there is a greater acceptance 
of couples formed by two women, because there 
are beliefs related to the supposed maternal in-
stinct of raising children (Costa et al., 2013). 
Thoughts based on heteronormativity demon-
strate rejection that correlates prejudice with ho-
mosexual people to prejudice in relation to par-
enting among same-sex parents (Frias-Navarro, 
Monterde-i-Bort, Barrientos-Delgado, Badenes-
Ribera, & Cardenas-Castro, 2014). 

Bisexual people, since they are part of the 
LGBT public, are more likely to accept the act of 
same-sex parent adoption (Freires, 2015), as are 
Spiritualists, with the literature documenting that 
they have spirituality that is open to emerging is-
sues in society (Dias, 2011) . Heterosexuals, in 
their discourses, address the issues of verifying 
that the homosexual couple has secure condi-
tions to adopt (Costa et al., 2013), in this sense, 
this study showed that bisexual and Spiritualist 
people were those that had the social representa-
tions more supportive of same-sex parent adop-
tion, with the heterosexual people having partly 
supportive social representations.

On the other hand, previous studies have 
found that negative attitudes are being decon-
structed and losing ground to beliefs that con-
template the context of acceptance and that ex-
press the desire to reduce social disparities and 
implement public measures that mark a new 
moment, that of equality (Baiocco, Argalia, & 
Laghi, 2014; Freires, 2015). As highlighted by 

Cecilio et al. (2013), the visibility of same-sex 
parent families as a possible and non-traditional 
context has forced kinship relations to be thought 
about from different perspectives. 

In this context, anti-prejudicial pressures 
that are present in society, have a key role in 
reducing the stigmas and taboos and have, in 
turn, decreased the manifestations related to fl a-
grant and subtle prejudice (Pereira, Monteiro, & 
Camino, 2009). Discrimination due to of gender 
and sexual orientation still exists, however, the 
reduction of levels of prejudice through the com-
prehension of gender issues can lead to more as-
sertive positions.

In summary, the results of this study indi-
cate that homosexual couples should be granted 
the right to adopt, due to the fact that the major-
ity of the sample demonstrated favorable social 
representations. From the assumption that re-
sponsibility, affection and dedication are what is 
needed for safe adoption, as is presented in the 
study results, certainly, these are the resources 
necessary for adequate psychosocial develop-
ment that favors the integration of the child into 
the family and society. 

Homosexual families provide society with 
the possibility of reinventing these parental re-
lationships (Cerqueira-Santos & Santana, 2015). 
The constitutional interpretation occurs through 
public debates and not by stigmatizing concepts 
reduced to moralism and religious dogmas (Bar-
roso, 2011). The need can be seen for public 
policies with scope to reduce intolerance, social 
stigma and prejudice against the establishment 
of same-sex parent families in the reality of the 
country.

Even though the Federal Constitution of 
1988 addresses the principle of equality, clear 
and precise legislation regarding homosexual 
rights would provide a greater possibility of 
freedom, equality, dignity and safety for the 
LGBT population (Barroso, 2011; Dias & Re-
inheimer, 2013). Thus, not only does the legis-
lation highlight that legal protection should be 
consolidated, but the scientifi c production that 
underpins childhood development in same-sex 
parent families also shows that this does not 
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cause biopsychosocial damage to the child and/
or adolescent (Baiocco et al., 2014; Cerqueira-
Santos & Santana, 2015; Freires, 2015; Patter-
son, 2006). An arduous adoption process hinders 
the realization of this, however, the persistence 
of LGBT couples means that there are numerous 
positively consolidated cases (Machin, 2016). 

Institutional changes arise from individual 
changes and, day after day, the subjects seek to 
comprehend new issues and begin to reduce the 
stigma related to homosexual people (Costa et 
al., 2013). Because of this, Brazil has consolidat-
ed some rights and, consequently, goes in search 
of others, the consummation of which will create 
a more supportive, inclusive and assertive coun-
try regarding sexual diversity and rights.

In this context, it can be noted that the re-
sults presented complex representational fi elds 
that support the sense of change that society is 
going through. Underlying this, the empirical 
data obtained here should designate measures to 
be considered by institutions to explain the prog-
ress of these subjects, coming from common 
sense and becoming scientifi c. Through these 
spheres of social representations, the relevance 
of the theme, that has been greatly discussed, can 
be observed throughout this article. Therefore, 
the relevance is essential to support positions 
with a view based on scientifi c research and ju-
risprudence.

Final Considerations

This study demonstrated that, even though 
there is prejudice, there are other ways to view 
the phenomenon of same-sex parent adoption, 
with this hegemony of LGBT prejudice losing 
ground to achievements arising from common 
mobilization. In this sense, this study served to 
correlate social representations surrounding the 
national context, encompassing diverse types 
of participants, including various types of re-
ligion, political positions, levels of education, 
sexual orientation, ages and other variables that 
characterize the diversity of Brazilian citizens. 
Therefore, the contribution of this work for this 
phenomenon, that instigates innumerable dis-

cussions in the country, is important, indicat-
ing assertive thoughts that reduce prejudice and 
negative stereotypes regarding same-sex parent 
adoption.

The data collection was a social interven-
tion in itself, as it made 589 adults from different 
Brazilian regions refl ect on the subject in ques-
tion and certainly discuss it with others. The sci-
entifi c process is fundamental for cooperation in 
changing the social representations and attitudes 
of the population, as the practice of the social 
sciences leads to substantiation of their quotid-
ian concepts (social representations).

Being conducted online, meant that the 
majority of participants were highly educated, 
being mostly higher education students, which 
probably led to acceptance by the majority of 
the sample. However, studies from the previous 
decade show unfavorable attitudes even among 
university students (Araújo & Oliveira, 2008; 
Araújo et al., 2007), with studies from the begin-
ning of the current decade recording reductions 
in the levels of prejudice (Costa et al., 2013; 
Pereira et al., 2013). Education contributes to 
positivity, however, the evidence that society is 
shaping itself goes beyond this sample bias.

Regarding the limitations of this study, 
there was some diffi culty in recruiting the par-
ticipants, even online, and there were a lot of 
refusals, demonstrating an obstacle that people 
have in talking about topics that are deemed 
“controversial” for society. This may refl ect a 
certain social desirability, which may also have 
motivated the positivity of the social representa-
tions. It was observed that the people accepted 
the adoption and childhood development, but 
they justifi ed this saying that society is prejudi-
cial. Another obstacle was the limited number of 
studies on the subject, especially in the Brazilian 
context.

Overall, this study can be seen as serving 
as a resource, in professional training, gradua-
tion courses and lectures, to generate new dis-
cussions and refl ections regarding adoption and 
childhood development in the same-sex parent 
context, which can foster and execute public pol-
icies that enforce the right to constitute a family 
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by same-sex couples. The need for legitimized 
inclusion in the various social institutions can 
then be contemplated

It is expected that the results shown here 
may assist in new constructs on the subject, as, 
it is from the measurement of constructs that po-
litical manifestations can theoretically be stimu-
lated to guide the practice and can insert the so-
cial representations of same-sex parent adoption 
through various dimensions into the institutions, 
with principles of respect and citizenship. It is 
suggested that further studies are performed with 
specifi c samples, such as people with less access 
to information, education professionals and oth-
ers, in different contexts in the world, which 
could encompass even more divergent thoughts.
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