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Abstract

Child sex offenders have been receiving increasing attention from human development researchers. The
present study analyzed the data from 206 criminal prosecutions in courts specializing in crimes against
children and adolescents, between 2012 and 2014. We employed a Biopsychosocial Characterization
Form to record the data extracted from the court documents. For data analysis, we used descriptive sta-
tistics and the Logistic Regression Model, indicating the Odds Ratio (OR) and the likelihood of sexual
abuse for each context. Child sexual abuse within the extrafamilial context predominated (53%), with
acquaintances of the victims’ families being the most frequent offenders (81%). Within the intrafamilial
context, parents and stepparents predominated (53%). We also discovered that accused offenders over
the age of 30 displayed two times more likelihood of belonging to the victim’s intrafamilial context than
those under the age of 30 (OR = 2.949). Further studies will be able to refine the preliminary findings
of these analyses.

Keywords: Sexual violence, children and adolescents, biopsychosocial characteristics.

Caracteristicas Biopsicossociais entre Acusados
de Agressao Sexual contra Criangas/Adolescentes
em Contextos Intra e Extrafamiliar

Resumo

Autores de agressdo sexual a criangas e adolescentes t€ém recebido maior atengao por parte dos estudio-
sos do desenvolvimento humano. Este estudo analisou dados de 206 processos de uma vara especial-
izada em crimes contra a crianga ¢ o adolescente, entre 2012 ¢ 2014. O Formulario de Caracterizagio
Biopsicossocial tornou possivel o registro dos dados extraidos desses documentos. Para analise dos da-
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dos, utilizou-se estatistica descritiva e o0 Modelo de Regressao Logistica, indicando a Razdo de Chance
(OR) e a probabilidade da agressdo sexual por contexto. Predominaram as agressdes ocorridas no
contexto extrafamiliar (53%), sendo os conhecidos das familias das vitimas os acusados mais frequentes
(81%). Ja no contexto intrafamiliar, destacam-se os pais ou padrastos (53%). Verificou-se ainda que
pessoas acusadas acima dos 30 anos possuiam aproximadamente duas vezes mais chance de pertencer
ao contexto intrafamiliar da vitima quando comparado aos com idade abaixo de 30 anos (OR=2,949).
Novos estudos podem refinar as conclusdes preliminares destas analises.

Palavras-chave: Agressdo sexual, criangas e adolescentes, caracteristicas biopsicossociais.

Caracteristicas Biopsicosociales entre en los Acusados
de Agresion Sexual Contra los Niflos / Adolescentes
en el Contexto Intra y Extra Familiar

Resumen

Autores de violencia sexual contra los nifios y los adolescentes han recibido mucha atencion de los ex-
pertos del desarrollo humano. La presente investigacion analizo los datos de 206 procesos de un distrito
judicial especializado en ese tipo de crimenes entre 2012 y 2014. El Formulario de Caracterizacion
Biopsicosocial posibilitd el registro de los datos extraidos de esos documentos. Para el analisis de los
datos, se utilizo la estadistica descriptiva y el Modelo de Regresion Logistica, indicando la Razén de
Chance (OR) y la probabilidad de la violencia sexual por contexto. Predominaron las agresiones ocur-
ridas en el contexto extra familiar (53%), en el que los conocidos de las familias de las victimas son
los acusados mas frecuentes (81%). Ya en el contexto intrafamiliar, se destacan los padres o padrastros
(53%). Se observo también que las personas acusadas que tienen mas de 30 afios de edad poseian
aproximadamente dos veces mas chance de pertenecer al contexto intrafamiliar de la victima cuando
se compara con las personas que tienen menos de 30 afios (OR=2,949). Nuevas investigaciones pueden
refinar las conclusiones preliminares de este analisis.

Palabras clave: Violencia sexual, nifios y adolescentes, caracteristicas biopsicosociales.

Sexual abuse of minors is a grave social
problem with numerous repercussions. This
form of violence occurs in both the intrafa-
milial and extrafamilial contexts. In the former,
sexual violence occurs predominantly within
the home environment — in the residence of
either the victim or the offender — and is usu-
ally committed by a close relative. In the latter,
sexual violence mostly occurs away from the
victims’ homes, committed by people who are
unrelated to the victims (Alves, Santos, Olivei-
ra, & Ramos, 2013).

A study conducted by Jesus and Moreira
(2015) revealed that, within the intrafamilial
context, besides having spouses and children,
most of the alleged perpetrators of sexual vio-
lence against children and adolescents also held
jobs and engaged in various professional ac-
tivities. Research performed by Pincolini, Hutz,

and Laskoski (2012) concluded that making the
perpetrated violence known to the public entails
numerous consequences for the individuals in-
volved, such as the dissolution of socio-affective
bonds and of families, since the violence fre-
quently occurs within the domestic environment
and involves members of the same family. Along
these lines, several studies demonstrate that the
offender can be removed from the shared resi-
dence or punished by imprisonment. There are
cases in which, in order to protect the victims,
courts specializing in crimes against children can
decide to assign them to adoptive institutions or
foster families (Habigzang, Azevedo, Koller, &
Machado, 2006; Habigzang, Koller, Azevedo, &
Machado, 2005).

Within the intrafamilial context, sexual vio-
lence has been associated with the incidence of
longstanding, frequent acts whose psychological
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consequences can be even more disturbing in
such situations because they entail guilt feelings
sustained by the victims (Martins & Jorge, 2010;
Pincolini & Hutz, 2014). Other studies reveal
that extrafamilial sexual abuse can occur in pri-
vate areas (e.g., the residence or vehicle of the
sex offender or of a third party) and public areas
(public highways, empty lots, recreational areas)
as well as in institutions (educational establish-
ments and places dedicated to group meetings
and other activities). With respect to the victims,
the social and psychological consequences can
be social isolation, psychological traumas, lack
of self-esteem, and depression (Santos & Ippoli-
to, 2011).

In both contexts, the violence is associated
with the behavior of adult caregivers who take
advantage of the disparity of their age, power,
authority or strength to impose their desires and
interests (Cerqueira & Coelho, 2014; Guimaraes
& Villela, 2011). For this reason, it is important
to conduct research that can identify and list the
biopsychosocial characteristics of sexual offend-
ers within both contexts in which this form of
violence has been studied. This is an interesting
strategy when seeking to comprehend deviant
sexual behavior in a contextualized manner.

Within the Brazilian context, literature con-
cerning sex offenders is still scarce, which could
reflect the amount and quality of public policies
and measures focused on such offenders, prin-
cipally with respect to preventing recurrence
(Lodetti, 2010). Nonetheless, several Brazil-
ian studies have revealed an increasing interest
in this subject (Chaves & Costa, 2012; Esber,
2009; Pincolini et al., 2012; Pincolini & Hutz,
2014; Santos et al., 2015). Even so, it is impor-
tant to remember that the expansion of research
on child sexual abuse is full of difficulties ob-
structing the acquisition of the data necessary to
achieve such expansion, principally with respect
to the perpetrators of sexual violence, for access
to this group of offenders is still considered dif-
ficult. The literature reveals that most of the re-
search concerning child sex offenders involves
prisoners who are under the responsibility of the
courts of the jurisdiction in which such offenders
reside or perpetrated the sexual abuse (Vieira,
Grossi, & Gasparotto, 2014).

A feasible alternative with respect to sur-
veys of prison populations is documentary re-
search, which permits collecting sex offender
data from criminal prosecutions, police investi-
gations and public health reports, among others.
Documentary research conducted in Brazil deals
mainly with the sociodemographic characteris-
tics of the victims and perpetrators of sexual vio-
lence (Hohendorff, Costa, Habigzang, & Koller,
2014; Pincolini et al., 2012; Silva, Brito, Araujo,
& Abath, 2013).

In order to study the biopsychosocial char-
acteristics of sexual offenders, research based
on documental sources has been successfully
performed because, in such research, data is
usually collected from documents employed
in police investigations and criminal prosecu-
tions, medical records and other types of records
that can provide complete data as to the sexual
abuse committed. Taking court cases as a data
source, surveys have been conducted as to the
sociodemographic characteristics of offenders
and victims, and the context in which the crimes
occurred.

As an example of this type of research, we
cite a descriptive documental study that was
conducted by Hohendorff et al. (2014), concern-
ing forms of sexual violence committed against
boys. Between 2009 and 2011, 239 reports of
sexual violence filed with the Coordenadoria
Geral de Vigilincia em Saude (Health Inspec-
tor General’s Office) were analyzed; the results
revealed that this type of violence was more
common in the intrafamilial context (57.9%)
than in the extrafamilial context (41.3%). With-
in the intrafamilial context, the place most fre-
quently cited as being the location at which such
violence occurred was the victim’s residence
(78.7%); within in the extrafamilial context, the
most common locations were public areas such
as institutional care units (6.5%), public roads
(5.7%) and schools (5.2%). In the study, those
who committed sexual violence against boys
were identified as heterosexuals, and the great
majority of them were men (93%).

A study conducted by Silva et al. (2013),
concerning domestic, sexual and other forms of
violence reported in 2012 to the Brazilian Case
Registry Database (SINAN) in Recife, identi-
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fied 3,199 cases. According to the study, the
victims were principally women (67.3%), 33.6%
of whom belonged to the 0-to-9-year age group,
23.9% of the 3,199 reported cases referred to
sexual assaults, identifying the principal of-
fender as a relative of the victim in 69.3% of the
assaults and as a stranger in 30.7%. In contrast,
a study by Baia, Veloso, Habigzang, Dell’ Aglio
and Magalhaes (2015), comparing the patterns
of detection and disclosure of sexual abuse in
the Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul to those
of the state of Para, revealed that, in the former,
sexual assaults within the intrafamilial context
were the most common (62.41%); while in the
latter, sexual violence within the extrafamilial
context predominated (67.7%).

Documentary research conducted by
Pincolini et al. (2012) between 1996 and 2007,
concerning 229 criminal cases tried in the 1st
and 2nd District Juvenile Courts specializing in
the protection of minors in Porto Alegre, Brazil,
analyzed the sociodemographic characteristics
of victims and perpetrators of sexual assaults
and the contexts in which such violence
occurred. The study revealed that 96% of those
who committed this type of assault were men
and 53% were relatives or acquaintances of the
victim.

By way of the data extracted from case
files, it is possible to identify the characteristics
of the behavioral patterns of those who com-
mit sexual assaults against children/adolescents
within diverse contexts. Along these lines, the
present study aims to analyze and compare the
biopsychosocial traits of persons accused of
committing sexual violence against minors in-
intrafamilial and extrafamilial contexts, exam-
ining criminal trials conducted between 2012
and 2014 in the Belém District Court Juvenile
Division specializing in crimes against minors.
We aimed to discover the general traits that
characterize the population under examination
and their implications with respect to the study
of this phenomenon, highlighting the connection
between the biopsychosocial characteristics of
the subjects involved and the contexts in which
the violence occurred.

Costa, L. P., Rocha, C. J. B., Cavalcante, L. I. C.

Method

Definition
The present research is a descriptive, docu-

mental study of an exploratory nature, involving
a quantitative approach.

Sample

The present study involved checking the
secondary data of 250 cases triedin the courts of
three municipalities of the state of Para (Abaete-
tuba, Belém and Parauapebas) between 2012
and 2014. This period was selected because it
featured a significant number of cases in the Liti-
gation Management System (also referred to as
the LIBRA System) of the State of Para Court
of Justice (TJPA, in Portuguese). For the pres-
ent study, we chose to examine the data from the
city of Belém exclusively because, compared to
the other two cities surveyed, Belém displayed
the largest number of litigations (206), repre-
senting 82% of the total (250).

Instrument

Prepared by our research team and based on
a study by Habigzang et al. (2005), a Biopsy-
chosocial Characterization Form (BCF) was em-
ployed to collect the data for the present study.
It enabled our team both to gather information
as to the biopsychosocial traits of accused child
sex offenders and to record information regard-
ing their victims and the sexual assaults of which
they were accused. The data was classified ac-
cording to the context in which the assault oc-
curred: intrafamilial or extrafamilial.

Each BCF item was divided into sub-items,
namely the following: information identifying
the court case (case number, date the proceed-
ings commenced, date of the first sexual assault,
date of the police report, length of the proceed-
ings); sociodemographic and procedural data
of the accused offenders and the victims (date
of birth, sex, race, religion, marital status, chil-
dren, education, relationship to the victim, clas-
sification of the crime, procedural status of the
accused, prior convictions); and information
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concerning the characteristics of the sexual vio-
lence (location of the crime scene, intrafamilial
vs. extrafamilial context, number of incidents of
sexual violence).

Data Collection Procedures

A five-person team collected the data by
way of a meticulous analysis of the court cas-
es tried between 2012 and 2014 in the Belém
District Court Juvenile Division specializing in
crimes against minors. We accessed the cases
through the TJPA’s LIBRA System. After read-
ing the documents in the case files, the data we
obtained was recorded on the BCF.

Data Analysis Procedure

At first, the collected data was stored on a
Microsoft Excel spreadsheet; it was then trans-
ferred to an IBMSPSS Statistics software pack-
age (version 20) according to the categories that
make up the BCF, the instrument employed for
data collection. These categories correspond to
the two contexts in which the sexual assaults
were committed: intrafamilial and extrafamilial.

Next, we associated the analyzed variables
with the biopsychosocial traits of both those ac-
cused of committing sexual assaults and their
victims, and with the characteristics of this form
of violence. We employed a multiple binary lo-
gistic regression model in the statistical analysis,
considering the context of the sexual assault a
dependent variable.

The multiple logistic regression model was
estimated using the non-automatic Stepwise
Forward variable selection method. Each vari-
able’s inclusion in the model was checked via
the likelihood ratio test and Akaike’s criterion
(AIC). The odds ratios (ORs) and their respec-
tive confidence intervals were of the order of
95%. A 5% significance level was adopted for
all of the analyses, which were conducted using
the IBM SPSS Statistics software package (ver-
sion 20.0 for Windows).

Ethical Procedures

The present study was approved by the
Human Research Ethics Committee of the

Federal University of Parda Tropical Medicine
Center (case no. 650,210; April 2014), in
compliance with National Health Council/
Health Ministry resolution no. 466 (December
12, 2012), which governs scientific research
involving human beings.

Results

In 99 of the 206 cases examined (48.1%),
accused child sex offenders belonged to the in-
trafamilial context; in 107 cases (51.9%), to the
extrafamilial context. No significant statistical
difference was observed in the distribution of
cases between contexts (X’= 0.311; df= 1; p=
.57). With regard to the characteristics of the sex-
ual violence in the two contexts under study, and
focusing specifically on the location and number
of violent incidents, the results for the intrafa-
milial context were the following: the assaults
occurred exclusively in private areas (100%),
predominantly at the homes of the victims and
accused offenders. In contrast, within the extra-
familial context, 17% of the cases occurred in
public areas, such as streets and plazas, and 83%
occurred in private areas, predominantly at the
accused offenders’ homes.

In the sample we studied, with respect to the
extrafamilial context, 55% of the sexual assaults
occurred only once; 20%, more than once; and in
25% of the cases, no information as to the num-
ber of incidents or the duration of the assaults
was provided. In relation to the intrafamilial
context, more than one assault was committed in
46% of the cases; 21% were reported as a single
assault; and in 33%, it was not possible to iden-
tify the number of incidents of sexual violence.

With respect to the intrafamilial context,
more than one assault was committed in 46% of
the cases; 21% were reported as a single aggres-
sion; and in 33%, it was not possible to identify
the number of incidents of sexual violence.

The present study revealed that the court
cases exhibited a lack of information concerning
the accused offenders, especially with respect to
their personal backgrounds; several suits were
even filed without identifying the offenders’
names. In such cases, a nickname was employed.
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Information as to the accused offenders was
found to be lacking predominantly in the
extrafamilial context.

In the cases we analyzed, it was observed
that 98% of the accused offenders were men,
and 57% were over the age of 30 when the pro-

Table 1
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ceedings commenced. Within the intrafamilial
context, 76% had a spouse, in contrast with the
extrafamilial context, in which 54% did not. Ta-
ble 1 displays the social traits of the accused of-
fenders and their status in the prosecutions, thus
identifying the characteristics prevailing among
the defendants in the cases we examined.

Characteristics of Accused Sexual Offenders in the Intrafamilial and Extrafamilial Contexts

N=206
Variables Intrafamilial (n=96) Extrafamilial (n=110)
% %

Age when the prosecution began

Over the age of 30 84 66

Under the age of 30 16 31
Sex

Male 97 98

Female 3 2
Education

Elementary to middle school 44 33

High school to university 40 42
Marital status

Married 76 40

Single 24 54
Children

Yes 82 46

No 15 45
Degree of kinship

Parent or stepparent 53 -

Other relatives 47 -
Non-kinship

Acquaintances - 81

Strangers - 19
Confessed to the crime

Yes 5 20

No 95 77
Procedural status

Imprisoned 23 18

Released 77 82
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As per the documents we examined, most
of the accused offenders that, in depositions,
confessed to having had some form of sexual
contact with their victims affirmed that such
contact had been consensual. With respect to the
educational level of intrafamilial offenders, the
elementary-to-middle-school level (first grade to
eighth grade) predominated (44% of the intrafa-
milial cases). In contrast, 42% of the extrafamil-
ial cases involved offenders with an educational
level between high school and university.

As to the procedural status, most of the cas-
es were still underway in the fact-finding phase;
and, in the cases in which the defendants had al-
ready been convicted by a trial court (or other
lower court), the convictions were still subject to
review by an appellate court. Hence, since no fi-
nal judgments had yet been rendered, and due to

Table 2

the presumption of innocence, the persons men-
tioned in the court documents we analyzed were
named as defendants and not as perpetrators of
sexual violence. The presumption of innocence
is a constitutional principle that establishes a
criminal defendant’s right to be presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty and affirmed by a final
judgment in the highest court of the criminal jus-
tice system. In the cases we examined, most of
the defendants had been released on their own
recognizance pending trial, which is a proce-
dural reality in both contexts considered in this
study. The procedural status of the accused of-
fenders can be seen in Table 2.

Table 3 displays the results for the estimate
derived from the logistic regression model, with
reference to accused child sex offenders in the
intrafamilial and extrafamilial contexts.

Procedural Status of Accused Offenders in the Intrafamilial and Extrafamilial Contexts

N=206

Status of Accused Offenders

Intrafamilial (n=96)

Extrafamilial (n=110)

% %
Absolved 3 3
Case dismissed 1 2
Convicted 4 1
Fugitive 12 6
Temporarily released 0 9
Released on own recognizance 61 63
Arrested in the act and charged 1 2
Pre-trial detention 18 14
Table 3
Logistic Regression Model for Accused Sexual Offenders

Variables P-value Odds Ratio

Age of defendant when prosecution began .005 2.949
Marital status .001 3.557
Degree of kinship .001 31.54
Children .001 3.631
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The odds ratio (2.949) for the age variable at
the time the proceedings commenced indicated
that accused offenders over the age of 30 were
roughly two times more likely to belong to the
intrafamilial context than were thoseunder30
years of age. The odds ratio (3.557) for the mari-
tal status variable revealed that defendants with
a spouse were roughly three times more likely
to belong to the intrafamilial context than were
those who did not have a spouse.

For the kinship variable, the odds ratio
(31.54) indicated that accused offenders that
were relatives of the victims were 31 times more

Table 4
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likely to belong to the intrafamilial context than
were those who were not relatives; and the odds
ratio (3.631) for the offspring variable showed
that defendants with children were about three
times more likely to belong to the intrafamilial
context than were those without children. The
logistic regression model was also employed
to estimate the probability of sexual violence
against children and adolescents for the speci-
fied context. Table 4 displays the probability of
sexual violence occurring within the intrafamil-
ial and extrafamilial contexts when the accused
offender exhibited certain characteristics.

Probability of Incidence of Sexual Violence according to Intrafamilial or Extrafamilial Context

Comet e Ml R G P

Intrafamilial Over 30 Married Yes Yes 95.45
Over 30 Married Yes No 93.37

Under 30 Married Yes No 94.69

Over30 Married Yes Yes 96.37

Under 30 Single Yes No 90.62

Under 30 Single Yes No 88.41

Under 30 Single Yes Yes 93.50

Extrafamilial Over 30 Married No No 35.43
Over 30 Single No No 2291

Under 30 Single No No 27.33

Under 30 Single No Yes 30.66

Under 30 Single No Yes 35.89

Under 30 Married No No 40.98

Under30 Married No Yes 50.82

Note. In bold, highest probability of an accused sexual offender against children belonging to the intra or extrafamiliar context
according to the variables in our logistic regression model.

As shown in Table 4, there was a 96.37%

chance of sexual violence being committed
against minors in the intrafamilial context when
the accused offenders were over the age of 30,
were married (and had children) and were rela-
tives of the victims. Within the extrafamilial con-
text, the highest probability was 50.82%, which
was reached when the accused offenders were
under the age of 30, single with no children, and

not relatives of the victims. These results do not
apply in a general manner to all accused child
sex offenders; they are specific to the sample we
studied.

Discussion

In the present study, most of the 206 cases
of sexual violence we examined involved the ex-
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trafamilial context. This distribution differs from
what has been observed in prior studies conduct-
ed both around the world (Langevin & Curnoe,
2012) and in Brazil’s mid-south region (Martins
& Jorge, 2010; Pincolini & Hutz, 2014; Serafim,
Saffi, Acha, & Barros, 2011), for such studies
revealed that most cases of sexual violence oc-
curred within the intrafamilial context. On the
other hand, the results presented in the present
paper corroborate earlier studies conducted in
Brazil’s northern and northeastern regions (Baia
et al., 2015; Maia & Barreto, 2012; Santos et al.,
2015), which could suggest that such regions
possess their own particular pattern of case dis-
tribution between the intra and extrafamilial
contexts, with most cases purportedly occurring
outside the family environment.

Although, in the present study, there was no
statistically significant difference between the
intrafamilial and extrafamilial contexts with re-
spect to the percentage of accused offenders, it
is currently known that when the victim and the
perpetrator of sexual violence are relatives that
live together, the victims are much more reluc-
tant to report the sexual assault and such disclo-
sure is less common (Baia et al., 2015). Within
the intrafamilial context, accusations of sexual
violence have been based on accidental discov-
ery or witnesses’ testimonies, the latter being the
most common form of disclosure in a sample
that was examined in the Brazilian state of Par4,
as was shown by Baia et al. (2015).

In this sense, disclosure of intrafamilial
sexual abuse takes a more complex form, which
purportedly makes it more difficult to report
the violence because, in such cases, other fam-
ily members could also be exposed to violence.
Concerning this issue, Lavoratti and Silvestre
(2013) state that, in most cultures, families are
organized according to a patriarchal structure,
thus propagating gender- and age-based inequi-
ties. The authors further state that child sexual
abuse occurring within the family environment
is usually a manifestation of a generalized form
of violence that assails other family members
and affects their relationships, such as when
mothers are also victims of physical, sexual and/
or psychological abuse and are thus discouraged

from taking a stance with respect to the sexual
violence committed against their children.
Another factor that should be considered
in this discussion is that the incidence of, and
silence toward, intrafamilial child sexual abuse
could be related to the accommodation syn-
drome. Summit (1983) classified this syndrome
into five categories, of which two (secrecy and
helplessness) define basic childhood vulner-
ability to sexual abuse, and three (entrapment
and accommodation; delayed, unconvincing
disclosure; and retraction) derive from incestu-
ous relationships already consummated. In the
dynamics of the abusive relationship, the child
is compelled to agree to a pact of silence as to
the incestuous sexual practices, frequently by
way of arguments that no one will believe the
story and that, if the child chooses to reveal the
secret, disastrous consequences (such as death,
separation, loss of esteem and affection, and the
destruction of the family) will befall the child,
the perpetrator and the child’s loved ones. Under
such circumstances, the child feels helpless, be-
lieves that nothing can be done to stop the abuse
and thus “accommodates” to the situation, re-
signedly accepting the violence suffered.
According to Summit (1983), such circum-
stances can significantly delay the disclosure
or discovery of intrafamilial sexual abuse, and
when this occurs, it is possible that the victims do
not inspire the trust of their families or support
networks, resulting in inconsistent versions or
the refutation (retraction) of the abuse suffered,
which makes it difficult both to hold the child
sex offenders responsible and to interrupt the
cycle of abuse. Accordingly, it is believed that
the accommodation syndrome can be associated
with the secrecy syndrome and the addiction
syndrome, dynamically relating to each other.
Along these lines, as stated by Furnis (1993), the
secrecy would be directly related to the situation
of control of the sexual offender, who — knowing
that his sexual conduct triggers extreme social
rejection — seeks to manifest (in relation to the
victim, and in the presence of third parties) be-
haviors that are the opposite of sexual violence,
while in the privacy of the abusive relationship,
coerces, threatens or seduces the victim in order
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to ensure that the secret will be kept. The ad-
diction syndrome is characterized by impulsive
behavior in light of the possibility of the practice
of sexual violence becoming a habit.

Within the extrafamilial context, nonethe-
less, the aforementioned structure of the rela-
tionships between the offender, the victim and
the victim’s family is uncommon. The victims’
mothers (or other caregivers), the victims them-
selves and other family members frequently
have neither a relationship of emotional or fi-
nancial dependence with the sexual offender nor
a history of victimization with respect to other
types of violence, a fact that facilitates charges
of sexual violence when it is identified. Further-
more, the process of reporting extrafamilial vio-
lence suffered by a victim tends to be quicker
and more common than that of reporting intrafa-
milial violence because the victims tend to enjoy
greater credibility and maternal support (Baia,
Magalhées, &Veloso, 2014).

Continuing our discussion of the results, we
may say that the present study also corroborates
the findings of prior studies in relation to the age
and kinship variables (Lussier, Bouchard, & Be-
auregard, 2011; Martins & Jorge, 2010; Pinco-
lini & Hutz, 2014; Rebocho & Gongalves, 2012).
Such studies showed that intrafamilial accused
sexual offenders were older and frequently had
children and spouses.

Conversely, within the extrafamilial con-
text, most accused offenders were younger and
single, exhibiting a preference for teenage vic-
tims. In the Amazon region, which is located
in northern Brazil, relationships between el-
derly men and teenagers are commonplace, es-
pecially in rural areas, where poverty is more
pronounced, and public policies and social as-
sistance for families are scarce. For such teenag-
ers, establishing such relationships is an alterna-
tive to poverty, exhausting household chores and
domestic violence (Taylor, Lauro, Segundo, &
Greene, 2015). Nonetheless, this cultural prac-
tice contrasts with statutory rules that classify
such relationships as rape of a minor, especially
after Brazilian Federal Penal Code Statute No.
12015 [statutory rape] was enacted in 2009. It
is thus quite common for extrafamilial accused
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offenders not to view themselves as perpetrators
of sexual violence, justifying their conduct by
pointing out that their relationship with the teen-
ager is consensual.

Various studies (Hohendorff et al., 2014;
Pincolini et al., 2012; Silva et al., 2013) display
results similar to those obtained in the present
study, with respect to the incidence of sexual
assaults. Along these lines, we observed that,
in both the intrafamilial and extrafamilial con-
texts, such assaults purportedly occurred chiefly
at private locations, especially the homes of the
victims or of the accused offenders (or of both,
when they lived together). Alleged child sexual
abuse in vehicles or in public or secluded areas
was only observed within the extrafamilial con-
text.

A study by Lussier et al. (2011) revealed
that, within the intrafamilial context, perpetra-
tors of sexual violence customarily have only
one victim, who can be repeatedly abused. With-
in the context mentioned in the study, some evi-
dence suggests that such offenders have greater
potential to retard the discovery of such behav-
ior. This contrasts with what is observed within
the extrafamilial context, in which the offenders
have a greater number of victims, for they gen-
erally commit only one assault per victim and
have less power to obstruct the discovery of such
assaults.

Concerning the procedural status of the
prosecutions for sexual abuse, we observed that
most of the cases were still underway, for the
defendants had not yet been sentenced. In this
respect, Article 5 (Item LVII) of the Brazilian
Federal Constitution of 1988prevents accused
sexual offenders from being considered actual
perpetrators, for “No one shall be considered
guilty until a final penal judgment has been ren-
dered” (Constituicdo da RepublicaFederativa
do Brasil, 1988). Accordingly, as long as there
is a possibility of appellate review, defendants
are presumed innocent under the law. A study
by Pincolini and Hutz (2014) concerning sexual
offenders in southern Brazil concluded that ap-
pealing to an appellate court proved to bead van-
tage us for the defendants in most of the cases
because, from what was observed, many con-
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and Extrafamilial Contexts.

victed sexual offenders ended up being released
from police custody pending appeal from the
trial-court judgment.

In the present study, we observed that most
of the accused offenders were men in both of
the contexts we examined. According to Mar-
tins and Jorge (2010), the male sex is considered
predominant among perpetrators of sexual vio-
lence, and this predominant trait of the offender
population reinforces the gender perspective that
characterizes this type of violence. We thus be-
lieve that the incidence of sexual violence in the
intrafamilial and extrafamilial contexts entails
serious consequences with respect to the devel-
opment of both the victims and the perpetrators
of such violence.

The data collected in the present study can
contribute to the development of preventive and
policymaking strategies targeting the treatment
of people involved in this kind of abuse, espe-
cially in northern Brazil, for, as suggested by this
and other studies (Baia et al., 2015; Maia & Bar-
reto, 2012), the northern region exhibits certain
peculiarities with respect to the distribution of
sexual abuse cases in the intra and extrafamilial
contexts.

In light of the data presented in this article,
one more clearly perceives both the importance
of proposing and implementing public policies
focused on preventing such violence and the
need for corrective measures based on the spe-
cific characteristics of populations like those
analyzed in the present study. Above all, we be-
lieve that psychosocial monitoring of convicted
child sex offenders should necessarily be con-
ducted simultaneously with the execution of the
sentence, in light of the fact that both the disclo-
sure of the perpetrated violence and the punish-
ment stipulated for this kind of behavior can also
cause the offenders great suffering, especially
because many of these men have led lives de-
prived of positive role models, attention and af-
fection, thus leading to faulty personal planning
and the manifestation of socially reprehensible
and legally punishable behavior. Hence, if no
steps are taken to treat the mental health of these
subjects, enabling them to rearrange and give
new meaning to their lives, then proposed poli-

cies aimed at effective abuse prevention will fail
because the perpetrators of the violent acts are
excluded from such policies, which continue to
focus exclusively on the reparation of the harm
suffered by the victims and their families.

Final Considerations

Although the present study has achieved its
objective, mention should still be made as to the
general lack of certain information concerning
the psychosocial traits of the population studied
in the cases we analyzed. Such a lack was es-
pecially observed in cases involving accused of-
fenders within the extrafamilial context.

This shortcoming may thus be considered a
limitation of the present study. Brazil’s scarcity
of nationwide and regional surveys concerning
the population we studied may have limited our
discussion of the results and their comparison
with those of other studies. Consequently, we
believe it is necessary to conduct further research
on the subject matter of our study, from both a
quantitative (prevalence and characteristics) and
a qualitative (life story) standpoint. Qualitative
studies focusing on child sex offenders could
decisively contribute both to understanding the
factors that motivate sexual abuse in the intrafa-
milial and extrafamilial contexts and to propos-
ing preventive and therapeutic measures.

We also recommend conducting longitu-
dinal studies, which would facilitate an under-
standing of the connections between the practice
of intra and extrafamilial child sexual abuse and
its recurrence. The results of such studies could
be employed both by the prison system and other
government agencies and by nongovernmental
organizations. They would invaluably contrib-
ute to taking action against sexual offenders and
thus preventing the recurrence of such violence.
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